West Sussex County Council

Proposed Executive Decision for 28 March 2024
call-in deadline 5 p.m. on 10 April 2024

The following proposed decision has been endorsed by the Cabinet Member and will
come into effect at the end of the call-in period unless the call-in procedure is

activated.
Decision Title & Ref Relocation of Jessie Younghusband Primary School and
No: Expansion of St Anthony's School - Publication of
Statutory Notices - CYPLS02 (24/25)
Cabinet Member Cabinet Member for Children and Young People, Learning
responsible for and Skills (Cllr Jacquie Russell)
decision
Electoral Divisions Chichester North; Chichester West
Key Decision Yes
Purpose Jessie Younghusband Primary School is a Primary School

providing up to 210 places for children aged 4-11 years.
The proposal is to relocate Jessie Younghusband from its
current location to a new 1 Form of Entry (FE) Primary
School (210 places) which is being built on the housing
development west of Chichester, known as Minerva
Heights.

St Anthony’s School in Chichester is a Special School for
children and young people aged between 4 and 16 years
with moderate learning difficulties. It currently shares a
site with Jessie Younghusband. There is a need to
expand St Anthony’s to ensure there are appropriate and
sufficient places in accordance with the County Council’s
Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND)
Strategy 2019-2024. The relocation of Jessie
Younghusband would leave a vacant building which could
be used for the purposes of expanding St Anthony’s
special school.

The creation of a new primary school is for the purpose
of accommodating the additional children who will come
to live in Minerva Heights which means it is also
necessary to propose revisions to the catchment areas of
other schools in the local area should the proposals
proceed.

In December 2023 the Cabinet Member for Children and
Young People, Learning and Skills approved the launch of
a public consultation, in accordance with Department for
Education (DfE) guidance, to seek views on the proposed
changes (decision CYPLS05(23/24) refers). Details of
the consultation process and the feedback received are
set out in section 4 of this report.

The DfE guidance sets out the stages of the process that



https://westsussex-local-offer.s3.amazonaws.com/public/system/attachments/1536/original/WS32592_SEND_and_Inclusion_Strategy_2019-2024.pdf
https://westsussex-local-offer.s3.amazonaws.com/public/system/attachments/1536/original/WS32592_SEND_and_Inclusion_Strategy_2019-2024.pdf
https://westsussex.moderngov.co.uk/ieDecisionDetails.aspx?id=1873&LLL=0

should be undertaken when considering relocation of a
school. Having completed the first stage of the initial
consultation, the Cabinet Member is now asked to
consider the feedback received and approve the
progression of the proposals to the next stage of the
process.

Decision

The Cabinet Member for Children and Young People,
Learning and Skills has approved:

(1) The publication of formal statutory proposals for
the relocation of Jessie Younghusband Primary
School to the primary school site within the
Minerva Heights development. The new school
is expected to open in September 2025.

(2) The intent to publish formal statutory proposals
for the expansion of St Anthony’s school into the
vacated buildings currently occupied by Jessie
Younghusband Primary School, should the
proposed relocation of Jessie Younghusband
Primary School proceed.

Interest and nature of
interest declared

None

Service contact

Graham Olway, Head of Organisation and Planning - Tel:
033 022 23029

Democratic Services
contact

Wendy Saunders Tel: 033 022 22553

Background papers

See report for details




